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Under the Americans with Disabilities Act, PRC must make a reasonable accommodation 
to allow a person with a disability to take part in a program, service or activity. For example, 
this means that if necessary, PRC must provide sign language interpreters for people who 
are deaf, a wheelchair accessible location, or enlarged print materials. It also means that 
PRC will take any other reasonable action that allows you to take part in and understand a 
program or activity, including making reasonable changes to an activity.  If you believe that 
you will not be able to understand or take part in a program or activity because of your 
disability, please let us know of your disability needs in advance it at all possible. 
 Please contact PRC at 602-253-6895. 

Según la Ley para Americanos con Discapacidades (ADA), PRC tiene la obligación de 
realizar esfuerzos razonables para facilitar que las personas discapacitadas puedan parti-
cipar de los programas, servicios o actividades.  Esto quiere decir, por ejemplo, que PRC 
debe proveer intérpretes de lenguaje de señas para las personas sordas, una localización 
accesible por silla de ruedas, o materiales impresos en letra agrandada.  También significa 
que PRC hará un esfuerzo razonable para que usted pueda participar en una actividad o 
comprenderla, incluyendo cambios razonables en la actividad.  Si usted cree que no podrá 
entender una actividad o participar en ella a causa de su impedimento, por favor, comuní-
quenos de antemano su impedimento si le es posible. Por favor, llame a PRC al  
602-253-6895. 

Table of Contents 

 

STAFF  
 

Eva Ordóñez Olivas 
Executive Director/CEO 

 

Eloisa Johnson 

Program  Manager  
Affordable Housing Disposition Pro-

gram 
(AHDP)  

 

Jay O. Olivas 

Manager 
Multi-Media/Facility Services  

& Newsletter Production 
 

Rachel Johnson 
Accountant/CPA 

 

Wendoly Abrego 
Special Projects  

 

Raul Daniels 
Business Outreach  

 

Patricia Arviso 

Special Projects 
 

Violeta Ramos  
Special Projects 

 

Julian Sodari III 
Special Projects  

 

Sue Moyer  
Special Projects—Volunteer  

 

Yvonne Ayon  
Special Projects—Volunteer 

 

Erika Graves 
ASU Intern 

1. Cover 
 

2. Table of Contents 
 

3. Santa Rita 
 

4. Grant Park Historic Photos 
 
5. McCormack Baron Ragan 
 
6. HOPE VI Programs 
 
7. Community Action Team (CAT) 
 
8. Goodwill Career Center 
 
9. Sweet Places in our Community 
 
10. Father Matters Job & Training Institute 
 
11. Aeroterra Senior Village 
 
12. Arizona Sci-Tech Festival 
 
13. Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Sites 
 
14. Fresh Start 
 
15. New American Leaders Project 
 
16. Friendly House 
 
17. We Read 
 
18. Harmon Public Library Programs 
 
19. Harmon Public Library Programs 
 
20. Community Connection Fair 

February 2014 Central City South - A Community for All Ages / Una comunidad para todas las edades  Page 2 

 

BOARD OF  

DIRECTORS 
 

Greg Acedo 
State Farm  -  Owner/Agent  

Chair  

 

Mara DeLuca Funke 
Maricopa County Department of 

Health Vice Chair 

 

Venus Ramirez 
Maricopa Integrated Health System  

Secretary/Treasurer 

 

 

Grace Salinas 
Marcos de Niza Community 

Member 

 

Commander 

Michael Kurtenbach 
City of Phoenix  

Police Department 

Member 

 

RJ Shannon 
Arizona Department  

of Health Services  

Member 

 

Kendra Cea 
Arizona Public Service 

Member Emeritus 



February 2014 Central City South - A Community for All Ages / Una comunidad para todas las edades  Page 3 

The Santa Rita Center was constructed in 1957 by 
the Sacred Heart Church to provide catechism  
classes for the community.  It has also been used by 
the Latino community for weddings, quinceañeras, 
and even a recreation center.  It also holds great  
historical value for the founders of Chicanos Por La 
Causa (CPLC), who used it as its first office in the 
late 60's.  Later in 1972, in protest of a right to work 
law, United Farm Workers union president, César 
Chavez, fasted at Santa Rita for 24 days, making it 
an important gathering place for the Hispanic  
community, in a turbulent time in Arizona.   
 
It was during Cesar's fast at Santa Rita that the 
phrase "Si Se Puede" was coined after a statement 
made by Dolores Huerta, who accompanied Cesar 
during his organizing efforts and fast. Cesar's follow-
ers were skeptical about being able to organize  
Arizona farmworkers, they kept telling Dolores,  “No 
se puede,” or, “ it can’t be done.” Her response was, 
“Como que no se puede. Si se puede.”  -   “It can be 
done.” This phrase was also used by president 
Obama during his election campaign and has  
become synonymous  with  groups advocating for 
change. 
 
In 1977, The City of Phoenix begin buying properties 
to the west of Sky Harbor. Golden Gate barrio was to 
be razed. Houses were left vacant, vandalized and 
were lost to arson.  As a result, Campito barrio, the 
area where Santa Rita was located, also suffered the 
same dilemma and like many other buildings Santa 
Rita also began to deteriorate.  In 2000, Jose Cortez 
a former Cesar Chavez follower and Jose Habre a 
former Campito barrio resident and CPLC Board 
Member, came to the rescue of Santa Rita. With the 
help of Campito residents and the children of former 
Cesar Chavez followers they immediately took on 
the task of cleaning and painting Santa Rita.  That 
year they organized their first "Santa Rita Historical 
Celebration". Since then they have began organizing 
community events at Santa Rita on yearly basis to 
highlight its importance.  In 2004, Pete Garcia,  
President of CPLC at that time, was instrumental in 
convincing the CPLC board to buy Santa Rita, to 
preserve it for future generations.  

Many individuals who had forgotten about Santa Rita 
were happy to see that community members had 
taken an interest to revive it and once again turn into 
a beacon of hope for the community. The constant 
activity of yearly events along with the fact that Santa 
Rita was listed on the Phoenix Historic Property  
Register in 2007, were instrumental in motivating  
cultural and art organizations to partner with  
community activists, to teach the community about 
Santa Rita's history. Car Clubs, school organiza-
tions, and former farm workers, continue to volunteer 
their time every year to clean Santa Rita and prepare 
it for all the community functions, organized to  
promote the legacy of Cesar Chavez and the  
historical importance of Santa Rita. 
 
On October 24, 2013, a National Park Service  
recommendation was made that could bring federal 
designation to the Santa Rita Center, which is 
among five sites connected with Chávez’s life that 
the agency wants to turn into a national historic park. 
Congress passed legislation in 2008 to review more 
than 100 sites connected to Chávez and his move-
ment.  If Congress approves the national designa-
tion, the Santa Rita Center would be managed  
between the Park Service and CPLC.  The national 
recognition would bring more prestige to the area as 
well as financial and communal benefits. 
 
Article by:  Jose Cortez  

Park Service recommends Santa Rita  

as part of park honoring César Chávez 
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Grant Park Area 

D  o  w  n  t  o  w  n     H  i  s  t  o  r  y 

If you are interested, please call us at  
(602) 253-6895 or e-mail: info@phxrevitalization.org 

Thank you for your support 

Have a story?  Have a photo? 

 
We are looking for “back in the day”  

photos of places or people or a story 
that you would be willing to share 
about the  Grant Park area.  These 
photos and/or story may be published 
in our Central City South newsletter or 
information regarding the  Grant Park 
area development project.  
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Goodwill Career Center 
Goodwill provides training, support and an educa-
tion path to success. Get professional assistance 
with your job search, develop a comprehensive re-
sume, be coached on interviewing techniques, and 
other helpful procedures. Career Center hours are 
M-F 1pm-5pm at the Emmett McLoughlin Commu-
nity Training and Education Center located at 1150 
S 7

th
 Ave. 

 

Helping Your Child Succeed  

Raising a Reader 
Improve your parental skill by joining a Parenting 
Workshop. Build an early nurturing rapport with 
your child; a process that will help them become 
academically successful. The free 8-week work-
shop promoted by “Raising A Reader” starts on 
January 27

th
  4:30pm - 6:30pm at the Emmett 

McLoughlin Community Training and Education 
Center located at 1150 S 7

th
 Ave . Supplies and a 

Certificate of Completion are also provided. 
 

Join us at the Fair 
Don’t miss our enormous Job Fair, scheduled for 
February 12, that promises a wide range of em-
ployers eager to recruit the right candidates for 
their workforce. Please call (602) 534-2043 for ad-
ditional information. 
 

It’s Tax Season 
No need to wait for last minute rush. Take ad-
vantage of the free Income Tax Assistance Pro-
gram offered throughout Phoenix and designed to 
eliminate the stress and worry associated with this 
task.  The Emmett McLaughlin Training Center will 
provide assistance on Saturdays, 9am-1pm, from 
February 1

st
 -April 5

th
  at 1150 S. 7

th
 Ave. or con-

tact 2-1-1 to confirm dates and schedule. 

Self Improvement 
Take charge of your finances and own your financial 
future. Let professionals teach you about budgeting, 
managing bank accounts, credit management, re-
duce debt and how to increase savings. The Arizona 
YWCA is sponsoring a free financial Literacy Pro-
gram. The 4-week workshop will be held at the Em-
mett McLoughlin Community Training and Education 
Center located at 1150 S 7

th
 Ave on Tuesdays, Feb-

ruary 11, 18, 25 and March 4 from 6pm - 8pm. Reg-
ister at www.ywcaaz.org  or call Jennifer Koeller at 
(602) 258-0990 Ex. 15 
 

Computer & Typing Classes Adults 

and Youth 
Get on board a computer program geared to young 
adults and kids. HOPE VI Emmett McLoughlin Com-
munity Training and Education Center located at 
1150 S 7

th
 Ave now offers a variety of skills from 

basic computer functions, Microsoft Word fundamen-
tal, how to utilize the Internet. The free Typing Work-
shop for kids is aimed at teaching speed and acquir-
ing proficiency.   
 

Youth computer classes will start  
January 27  from 5-6 PM 
 
Kids typing workshop  
will be held on Mondays starting  
January 27 – February 5 from  5-6 PM 
 
Adult Classes  
include Typing classes 
Every Monday and Wednesday  
12 noon -1 PM 
 
Computer Class 
Every Friday  
9am -11am 

City of Phoenix HOPE VI  
Emmett McLoughlin  

Community Training and Education Center 
1150 S 7th Ave.  Phoenix, AZ 85007 

Community and Supportive Services Program 

http://www.ywcaaz.org
http://www.networkingphoenix.com/map/2010/06/18?nid=18416
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Community Action Team (CAT) 

City of Phoenix HOPE VI-CTEC 
1150 S. 7th Avenue  Phoenix, Arizona  

(NW Corner of 7
th
 Ave & Buckeye Road 

 

2nd Thursday of each month  
5:30p.m. to 7:00p.m.  

Thursday February 13, 2014 
Come join us for “Sweetheart Night” 

Snacks & Cupcakes 

Skills for the Future 
The Emmett McLoughlin Training Center now 
offers a wide selection of education classes:  
English language classes and G.E.D sponsored by 
Friendly House. Call (602) 416-7219 for more  
information. 
 

Secure a summer job  
Become a Lifeguard.  Register online regarding 
classes for Lifeguards and Swim Instructors.  
Classes are January thru March. Orientation is 
February 19 at 6pm at the Emmett McLoughlin 
Center 1150 S. 7

th
 Ave. Register at   

http://phoenix.gov/parks/pools (click the tab on the 
left that says “join our aquatic staff”) 
 

Be Prepared for every  

Emergency  
Let the experts at the American Red Cross provide 
you with vital information and skills. An Emergency 
Kit and written Certification also provided. P 
resentation is on Tuesday, February 4

th
 -   

9:45 - 11:00am at 1150 S. 7
th
 Ave. Phoenix,  

85007 

Matthew Henson Senior Village 

Holiday Dinner 
On December 13th, HOPE VI ASU Interns  
volunteered to serve a holiday meal to residents of 
the Matthew Henson Senior Village. Interns served 
food generously donated by Outback Steakhouse, 
Village Inn, and community members. Residents had 
the opportunity to mingle with fellow neighbors, enjoy 
live music, and participate in gift giving. Over 80  
residents attended the annual holiday party, which 
was organized by community members. 
 

Tree Decorating Contest 
The Matthew Henson Senior Village participated in 
the City of Phoenix Housing Department Tree  
Decorating Contest and received First Place. The 
theme for the decorating competition was 
"Candyland." Participants were asked to creatively 
decorate Christmas trees in a way that depicted the 
classic Candyland Board game. Matthew Henson 
Senior Village used various candy, gingerbread 
houses, and handmade crafts to decorate with and 
bring the holiday spirit to the community room.  
Residents were presented with a trophy by interim 
Housing Director, Karl Matzinger. 

City of Phoenix HOPE VI  
Emmett McLoughlin  

Community Training and Education Center 
1150 S 7th Ave.  Phoenix, AZ 85007 

Community and Supportive Services Program 

http://phoenix.gov/parks/pools
http://www.networkingphoenix.com/map/2010/06/18?nid=18416
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Silent Witness is a Metro Phoenix program designed to provide you 
with an anonymous means of providing police with information on 
non-drug felony crimes you have witnessed or may have knowledge 
of. If you provide information that leads to the arrest of a criminal or 
outstanding fugitive, you may be eligible for a cash reward of up to 
$1000.00. Note that some unsolved crimes have reward amounts 
greater than $1000.00, paid for by friends, family, or victim reward 
funds. 
 
To be eligible for cash rewards of up to $1000.00, you must call to 
obtain a secret code! 

Sweet Places in our Community 
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 applying for unemployment benefits 

 finding the nearest local workforce center 

 writing a resume or cover letter 

 getting ready for an interview 

 online job-searching 

 effective networking 

PhoenixWorks 
FREE online resume help,  
career training and more! 

Here’s a great resource to help you at every stage of the 
job-seeking process. Log on to phoenixpubliclibrary.org 

and click on PhoenixWorks to find information about 

 

1325 South 5
th

 Ave. 

February – March, 2014 
“We Read @ Phoenix Public Library” 

Take the 30-day challenge to read! 
February 1-March 31 

Prizes for Ages Birth to 12 
 

CHILDREN: 
 
Family Storytime – Weekly (Ages birth to five with caregiver) 
  Tuesdays, 5:15-6:00pm 
  Children birth to five accompanied by a caregiver. Have fun sharing books, fingerplays,  
  songs, flannel board stories, and more. Learn tips to build a foundation for reading  
  including using interactive reading activities.  
 
Library  Explorers - Weekly (Ages 7-11)   
  Thursdays, 4:00-5:00pm 
  Enjoy interesting and fun afterschool activities like fun with STEM (science, technology,  
  engineering and math), building with Lego blocks, games, and more! 
   
Young @ Art – Weekly  (Ages 5-11)  
  Saturdays, 1:00am – 2:00pm 
  Come get creative with an easy arts and crafts project for children. Younger  children may 
  need caregiver assistance. 
 
TEENS (Ages 12-18) 
 
Club Harmon –  Biweekly, 1

st
 and 3

rd
 Wednesdays (Ages 12-18)  

  1
st
 and 3

rd
 Wednesdays, 4:00-6:00pm 

  Wednesday, February 5          Wednesday, February 19 
  Play Wii, Guitar Hero, or watch a movie.  
 
ADULTS  (Ages 16 and up) 
 
“Let’s Talk!” - English Conversation Club– Weekly (Ages over 16)  
  Saturdays, 2:00-3:30 pm   
  “Let’s Talk!” is a weekly meeting in an informal group setting which provides non-native  
  English speakers a safe and comfortable place to practice their English skills. No  
  registration required.  Each session focuses on a different topic. Improve your English  
  speaking and listening skills. 
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 solicitando beneficios de Seguro por Desempleo 

 encontrando recursos locales para ayudar con 
las búsquedas de empleo 

 currículum vitae y cartas de presentación 

 preparación para entrevistas 

 búsquedas de empleo en linea 

 gestión de redes eficaz 

PhoenixWorks 
¡GRATIS ayuda de curriculum vitae en línea, 

formación de carrera y más! 
Aquí está un gran recurso para ayudarle en cada etapa 

del proceso de búsquedas de empleo. Inicie al sitio phoe-
nixpubliclibrary.org y haga clic PhoenixWorks  

para mas información sobre: 

 

Febrero - Marzo, 2014 
“We Read @ Phoenix Public Library” 

El 1 de febrero al 31 de marzo 
Hay premios para los niños recién nacidos hasta 12 años 

Acepta el reto de leer para 30 días seguidos. 
 

NIÑOS: 
   
Hora de cuentos para familias– Semanal (Para niños hasta 5 años)   
 Los martes,  5:15 - 6:00 
 Programa presentado para niños recién nacidos hasta 5 años acompañados por una persona  
 mayor. Diviértanse con sus niños por medio de actividades,  lecturas, canciones, juegos de dedos, 
 cuentos relatados con pizarra de fieltro, y más. Aprendan pistas para crear una base para la  
 lectura, incluso actividades interactivas de lectura.  
 
Los Aventureros  -  Semanal (Edades 7-11)  Los jueves, 4:00-5:00pm 
 Disfrute una nueva actividad cada semana después de la escuela: actividades divertidas de  
 STEM (ciencia-tecnología-ingeniería-matemáticas), construcción con bloques plásticos  
 Legos, juegos, y más! 
 
“Young @ Art” (Arte para los niños)  Semanal  (Edades 5-11)    
 Los sábados,  1:00am – 2:00pm 
 ¡Use sus fuerzas creativas haciendo proyectos de arte y manualidades sencillas!  
 Para niños de 5 a 11 años. Los niños más jóvenes necesitarán la ayuda de una persona mayor.  
 
ADOLESCENTES (De 12-18 años) 
 
Club Harmon  -  El primer y el tercer miércoles del mes    4:00-6:00pm 
 Miércoles, el 5 de febrero  Miércoles, el 19 de febrero 
 Miércoles, el 6 de marzo  Miércoles, el 20 de marzo 
 Juega Wii,  Guitar Hero, o mira una película.  
 
ADULTOS (16 años o más) 
 
¡Hablamos! – Un club para conversación en inglés   Semanal  
 Los sábados, de 2:00 a 3:30 pm  
 “¡Hablamos!” es una oportunidad semanal para personas que no hablan inglés como su primer 
 idioma a reunirse para practicar inglés en un ambiente informal y cómodo. No hay que inscribirse. 
 Cada semana se habla de un tema diferente. ¡Mejore sus habilidades de hablar y escuchar  
 inglés!  



Join our email list to get new newsletter issues, announcements, invitations and more. 
 www.phxrevitalization.org 


