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Communities for All ages 

Communities for All Ages (CFAA) is an 

initiative of the Arizona Community 

Foundation that was established in 2003. It 

focuses on the challenges and 

opportunities facing both younger and 

older populations in Arizona. The initiative 

brings together diverse groups of 

community leaders, youth and older adults 

to develop plans of action that address 

common concerns, such as life long 

learning, civic engagement, transportation, 

housing and individual/family support. 

 



The Arizona Context 

The following demographic trends in Arizona will have specific 
impact on individuals, families and communities. 

 

ÁArizonaôs population is aging- in 2020 individuals over the age 
of 60 will account for 24% of the population. 

 

ÁBaby boomers want to ñAge in Placeò- A Study by Civic 
Ventures indicates that 73% of baby boomers do not plan to 
move to a new community after retirement. 

 

ÁArizona's children and youth are struggling- Arizona is 
projected to have the 11th largest portion of youth in 2025, yet 
Arizona continues to struggle compared to national education 
standards. 



Core Values of a  

Community for All Ages 

ÁInterdependence: People feel a sense 

of shared responsibility for each other. 

 

ÁReciprocity: People of all ages have 

opportunities to both give and receive 

support; to both teach and learn.  

 

ÁDiversity: Differences among 

community members are recognized and 

celebrated. Efforts are made to foster 

understanding among diverse groups. 



Core Values of a Community for All 

Ages 
Inclusion: Policies and programs are 

designed for all members of the 

community. 

 

Equity: Fairness is reflected in all 

policies and services. Advocates for 

the young and old are not pitted 

against each other for limited 

resources. 

 

Social Connectedness: Social 

relationships are viewed as vehicles 

for enhancing the everyday lives of 

community members. Formal 

networks foster opportunities for 

connection across ages and cultures, 

thus building a shared community. 



Core Elements of a  

Community for All Ages 

ÁInstitutions with a life- span perspective 

ÁOpportunities for lifelong civic 

engagement 

ÁOpportunities for lifelong learning 

ÁA physical environment that promotes 

healthy living and supports changing 

needs across the lifecycle 

ÁPlanned efforts to promote meaningful 

cross-age interaction 

ÁAccess to quality health care and social 

services across the life course 

ÁSupport for caregiving families 
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Advisory Council  

Å City of Phoenix 

Å HOPE VI 

Å Parks and Recreation 

Å Neighborhood Services 

Å Association for Supportive Child Care 

Å Marcos de Niza Tenant Council 

Å Valley Christian Center 

Å Phoenix Public Library- Harmon Branch 

Å Boys and Girls Club- I.G. Homes Branch 

Å Girl Scouts- Arizona Cactus Pine Council 

 



The Central City South Community is the home 

of 13 urban, historic neighborhoods and parks 

adjacent to Phoenix, Arizona. We are a culturally 

diverse community with about 17,000 residents. 

Approximately 75% of our residents are 

Hispanic/Latino. The majority of the residents 

living in our community live below the poverty 

line. We are blessed, however, with strong 

residential leaders and stakeholder groups who 

help build a sense of community, connectivity 

and hope among our residents.  

 

During focus groups completed in 2003, 

residents and stakeholders identified building 

resident leadership as critical for building 

community, opportunities and economic 

development in Central City South. 

Central City South 



ÅCompleted class XX with 183 

graduates total. 

 

ÅAcademy XXI to be completed 

1/14/2012, making graduate 

total 193 

 

Å 76% of graduates surveyed at 

the 2011 Leadership 

Conference reported that since 

attending the Leadership 

Academy they engage in a 

minimum of 1-2 civic 

engagement activities per 

month. 

 

 

Leadership Academy 

Supported by 

 

  



Leadership Conference 

Similarities in Diversity  
El Quinto Sol 

Partnerships in Safety  
City of Phoenix  -  Police Department 

Self Esteem  
Release the Fear 

Civic Engagement  
Phoenix Revitalization Corporation 

Intergenerational  

Storytelling 
Phoenix Revitalization Corporation 

Intergenerational Computer 

Scavenger Hunt  
City of Phoenix  -  HOPE VI 

The Intergenerational Leadership Conference is held each year to reunite 

graduates and continue to build on skills for personal and community 

growth.  Supported by  

 



Community Leadership Groups 



Community Events for All Ages 

2011 Mayoral 

Forum 



Community Events for All Ages 

2011 

G.A.I.N 

Event 



Ajo,  Arizona / ISDA 

http://www.isdanet.org/ 

Once a thriving copper mining town, Ajo was 

economically devastated when the mine closed in 

1985. Today the tax base is a quarter of what it was 

in 1980 and 23% of the residents live in poverty . 

 

Since 2005  the Ajo Communities for All Ages team 

successfully leveraged the strengths of residents 

across the lifespan to make Ajo a great place to 

grow up and grow old . Their broad strategy has 

been to use the disarming power of the arts to 

bring people together across cultures and 

generations.  



 

ISDA has rehabilitated the historic 

and formerly abandoned "Curley 

School" in Ajo, Arizona, into 

affordable live/work rentals for artists 

of all media and creative home 

businesses. 

 

In its Curley School campus 

development, ISDA is creating a life-

long learning center for all 

generations and cultures.  

 

 http://www.isdanet.org/ 

ISDA/Curley School Artisan Housing 

 



Canyon Corridor Phoenix, Arizona 

Rehoboth CDC 

Canyon Corridor is an urban 

neighborhood in Phoenix Arizona. 

With a population of 20,000 people. 

This area is extremely diverse, with 

over 27 languages spoken. Many 

refugees have made Canyon 

Corridor their home. 

 

They face challenges such as lack of 

retail, high rates of abandoned and 

foreclosed homes and a lack of 

community and economic 

development. 

 

The vision for the neighborhood is to 

reweave the fabric of the Canyon 

Corridor community to become more 

socially and economically vibrant.  

http://www.communitiesforallages.org/sites/default/files/slide_images/DSCN5778.JPG


Leadership Academy 

ÅMiddle school refugees 

ÅAdult graduates assisting ESL 

classes 

 

Block party and Community Play 

Day 

ÅActivities for youth  

Åopportunity for elders to share 

regional foods  

 

Community life centers 

ÅUtilize existing spaces to 

create opportunities for 

intergenerational activities 

Canyon Corridor Phoenix, Arizona 



http://www.conchocan.org/index.php/about-us.html 

Concho Arizona / ConchoCAN! 
Concho is a rural town in Arizona with 

about 3,000 residents located about 31 

miles north of Show Low Arizona. The 

town has several challenges such as no 

public transportation and few services 

available (including government, shopping 

and medical).  

 

During the community assessment, many 

residents discussed feeling isolated from 

services and community life.  

 

The Communities for All Ages team has 

been working to leverage the 

resourcefulness and creativity of residents 

of all ages to bring more resources to our 

town and decrease the experience of 

isolation. 



 

ÅConcho Connection newsletter is 

delivered to all residents bi-monthly. 

 

ÅThe Concho Farmers Market is in 

their 6th season of operation. 

 

ÅThe Annual Memorial Day Parade 

and Holiday Bazaar is in partnership 

with the Lionôs Club.  

  
 

 

Concho Arizona 



Flagstaff Arizona / Southside 

Community Association  

The historic neighborhood of Southside is the 

oldest continuously occupied neighborhood in the 

city of Flagstaff. Their residents hold a strong 

sense of home and community and are proud of 

their cultural diversity. Southside Community 

Association has faced a range of challenges over 

the years in creating relationships that meet the 

needs of long term residents, Northern Arizona 

University students, staff and faculty alike. 

 

In creating the Communities for all Ages Team, 

which includes both local residents and members 

of the university, Southside Community 

Association has  begun the process of creating 

real and meaningful dialogue and action across 

differences bringing together both university 

members and long term residents. 



Photos from the AZ Daily sun Article Posted: Wednesday, August 3, 

2011LARRY HENDRICKS News Team Leader 

The Southside Mural is located at 

the Murdoch Community Center, 

Formerly Dunbar School, the first 

segregated school in Flagstaff. 

The mural features five portraits of 

historic Southside leaders from the 

era of segregation. 

 

Å Tildy Anderson- Teacher at 

Dunbar 

Å Paul Laurence Dunbar- Poet 

ÅWilson Riles- Principal of 

Dunbar School 

Å Katharine Hickman- Longtime 

Flagstaff Community activist 

Å Joan Dorsey- 1st African 

American Stewardess and 

Flagstaff resident 

Southside Mural Project 



Golden Gate 

The Golden Gate Community is a 

predominantly Hispanic community, 

many of whom are new immigrants. 

Some of the communityôs key 

challenges include the current political 

climate regarding immigration as well as 

a range of issues related to safety and 

well being. 

 

They have focused on incorporating 

strategies that engage community 

residents of different ages around 

issues of neighborhood safety, health 

and wellness, caregiver support, and 

lifelong learning. 



Golden Gate Community Center 

ÅIntergenerational photography project 

ÅDisplayed at City Hall 

 

ÅKinship Care Network 

ÅSupport for grandparents raising 

grandchildren 

ÅResident driven meetings/events 

 

ÅNeighborhood Association 

ÅContracted residents as 

ñPromotorasò 

ÅDoor to door surveys were 

conducted to identify residents 

needs and connect them with 

services 

 
 

 

 

http://communitiesforallages.org/golden-gate/our-community
http://communitiesforallages.org/golden-gate/our-initiative


Surprise, Arizona/ Benevilla 

Surprise, Arizona has experienced 

unprecedented growth over the last 30 years. 

In developing their Communities for All Ages 

team, they aim to strengthen the alliances 

already developed by organizations and 

businesses participating in the revitalization 

of the original historic square mile of 

Surprise. 

 

The Communities for all Ages team, includes 

a partnership between Benevilla, the City of 

Surprise, Rio Salado College and an 

intergenerational group of community 

members.  Their goal is to create a 

community that builds on the assets of the 

young and old to meet  intergenerational 

needs while creating a community to be 

proud of.  


